
The Third Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends,  

It was wonderful this week to see on television the first person in the world to receive the vaccine against 
the coronavirus. Understandably the media gave this great prominence and it was moving to see the way the 
medical staff and close family greeted the 90 year old grand mother following her vaccination. This is a first 
step and there is a long way to go before the millions of eligible people at home and abroad receive their 
vaccine. One commentator said it is the light at the end of the tunnel, but it is a very long tunnel.  

We here in Wales have to continue to be vigilant. At the time of writing the number of cases here is  still rising 
unlike other parts of the UK. We have kept our secondary schools open but they are now moving to online 
learning from next week again. Our universities and colleges have been largely teaching online throughout, 
students are returning home. On a personal note, we are delighted our 18 year old Lydia has come home 
from Bristol University, now recovered from Covid 19. Families are thinking carefully about how they will 
meet in bubbles if at all. At the moment we are able to continue to worship in Church under the strict 
regulations. Thanks to all who make this possible and those who persevere in attending.  

During this season of Advent we are also looking down a long tunnel to a light that seems distant. The people 
of Israel had waited for centuries for the coming of the light of the Messiah. They had ideas about what he 
would be like, some thought he would be a leader to defeat their enemies. Some expected a royal prince to 
reign over them justly and generously. The actual birth of Jesus and its circumstances which we will recall in 
two weeks time was far from these predictions.  

Again in our Gospel this week we hear the proclamation of John the Baptist, "He came for testimony, to bear 
witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the 
light." John Ch. 1, v7,8. The people had waited for a long time and still had to wait longer. They were 
presented with a vision which challenged their expectations, a new beginning for them which brought w ith 
it hardships and questions. Yet it also brought them hope even in the very dark times they faced. We have 
some things in common with those who were addressed by John the Baptist and eventually were blessed by 
the arrival of our Lord Jesus. We too look forward to the celebration of that true light in our lives, in our 
nation and in our church.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


